Ideas absolutely new, and therefore contrary to tnose 01 the examiners ; but if I succeed I shall rise out of the crowd, and that is what I want to do.
I have been very happy all this time. It is an infinite pleasure and a fascinating occupation to handle ideas. All one's faculties are strained, everything else is forgotten, days fly like an arrow, and in the end one is pleased with oneself for having accomplished a real effort and a manly action. It is even a sort of intoxication ; the more one drinks, the more one wants to drink, and, habit helping passion, it becomes impossible to leave one's room. At this moment I understand those who have lived on their chair, looking into their own brains, not even deigning to put their head out of the window to see what was going on. It seems as if no personal practical business was worth troubling about; I have not felt at all curious to read the newspapers. I do not care a straw for politics : I have my own world, and I wish to stay there, leaving those who wish to do so to quarrel over uniforms, the G-overnment, money, posts, etc. Is not that a happy disposition ? It seems to me that whatever happens, I have in the future a refuge within myself against all vicissitudes.
I do not think any one could say a word against my lectures. I read Bossuet and the Misanthrope to rny pupils, and I am going to correct an address which two of them are going to present to the Bishop on the day of Confirmation in the College. I imagine that I shall end by becoming a Saint, and that I shall one day send you my relics;
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